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Abstract: This study sought to explore the perceptions of Saudi academics regarding universities' endeavor to attain
international rankings, with a particular focus on Jazan University. Employing a qualitative research methodology, in-depth
personal interviews were conducted with 25 faculty members to glean insights into the topic of interest. The study
unearthed several significant findings. Primarily, it was noted that international rankings play a pivotal role in delineating
the stature of universities on the global platform, aiding in the attraction of students, academics, and financial resources.
The respondents acknowledged multiple benefits associated with a university's pursuit of a global ranking, including the
stimulation of research activities, infrastructural and resource enhancement, career development opportunities, heightened
recognition and appreciation, financial gains, and bolstered collaborative endeavors. However, a discernible concern
emerged regarding the rankings' inability to fully encapsulate the quality of teaching and research, with an excessive
emphasis on research outputs potentially overshadowing other critical facets of university performance. To secure an
esteemed international ranking, faculty members are necessitated to engage in various activities; notable among these are
publishing in highly rated and internationally recognized journals, embracing innovative teaching methodologies and
modern educational technologies, engaging in community service, and striving for excellence in teaching while upholding
educational quality. The university extends a spectrum of facilities and support to incentivize research publication, either in
the university's journal or in international outlets, and offers specialized training courses aimed at honing the scientific
research skills of the faculty. Despite these provisions, faculty members encounter a range of challenges in the wake of the
university's aspiration for global recognition, including research pressure, funding constraints, organizational and
administrative hurdles, inadequate guidance and support, technical impediments, and cultural and social barriers. The
findings of this study harbor implications for policy formulation aimed at striking a balance between the pursuit of
international rankings and the sustenance of high-quality teaching and research within the university.
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